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The Fargo Moorhead Area Youth Symphonies was founded in 1967 to give
musically talented students an opportunity to expand their musical experiences.
FMAYS was designed as an addition to middle and high school music education
programs in the community. 

FMAYS consists of three orchestras: Concert Strings (grades 6-8), Attacca Strings
(grades 9-12), and the Symphony Orchestra (grades 9-12). Encore Chamber is an
additional opportunity for Symphony Orchestra members to participate in chamber
music. Each year, an FMAYS’ Founders Concerto Competition is held. 

The orchestras rehearse weekly from September to April and put on 6 concerts
throughout the school year. Every year, the Symphony Orchestra participates in a
special side-by-side rehearsal and performance with the Fargo Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra. 

Auditions are required before each year of participation for all orchestras.

About Us

Mission Statement: FMAYS provides a rigorous orchestral experience which challenges
dedicated youth to reach their full potential musically and personally and emerge as

dynamic members of the community.

FMAYS is a 501 (c) 3 organization, and donations are tax deductible.



Follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram



Program

Silent Night                                                                                                                                        Traditional

Ashokan Farewell                                                                                                                                Jay Ungar
 arr. Calvin Custer

Jo Marie Fike, piano
Mark Diischer, drumset 

For Good                                                                                                                                  Stephen Schwartz
 arr. James. Kazik

Rachel Horan, vocalist 
Jo Marie Fike, piano

Where the River Shannon Flows                                                                                          James L. Russell            
                                                                                                                                                 arr. Brian Balmages

Jo Marie Fike, piano

The Navy Hymn: Eternal Father, Strong to Save                                                                John B. Dykes
 arr. Jack Bullock

Grandpa John Song                                                                                                                  Bridger Hanson
                                                                                                                                                  arr. Lucas Shogren

Bridger Hanson, voice and guitar

Can’t Help Falling in Love                              George David Weiss, Hugo Peretti, & Luigi Creatore
                                                                                                                                            arr. Robert Longfield

Jo Marie Fike, piano
Mark Diischer, drumset

Concert Strings
directed by Brian Cole

“A Concert of Remembrance”



Program Notes 
for Grandpa John

“I wrote this song about my Grandpa who passed away when my mom was 7. In November of
2024, I was lucky enough to spend time with my Grandma and she told me all about him and
how much he would be proud of my music. This inspired me to write this song about him and
all the great things he demonstrated, which unfortunately fell short of the “what could have
been” time with me and my family. Although I never had the chance to meet my grandfather,
the lyrics in this song will show the connection I have found with him.” – Bridger Hanson

[Verse 1]
By the stone where the tear drops fall, 
I hear the whispers, in silence call. 
A gentle laughter lost in the breeze, 
Memories linger like autumn leaves.

Oh, how I wish I could have known, 
The memories wrapped in love you've shown.

[Chorus]
Oh, grandpa, you never met my eyes, 
But in my heart, your spirit flies. 
With every note that I play tonight, 
I'll hold your memory, soft and bright.
Soft and bright.

[Verse 2]
You tell me tales of a brighter past, 
A voice so sweet, yet it didn’t last. 
Though time has taken, it can't erase, 
The love we hold, in this empty space.

In every tear, a trace remains, 
Of grandpa's love that never wanes.



Concert Strings
 directed by Brian Cole

Personnel
Violin
Will Benson
John Benton
Blake Chang
Jason Chen
Ethan Choi
Samuel Erdmann
Kai Freeman
Laura Gu
Julia Ha
Leo Hong
Alex Juhl
Connor Kessler
Hannah Kim
Mason Komanetz
Cecilia Kubari
Julian Lang
Alanna Libbrecht
Chris Liu
Samuel Marino Garcia
Brady Rydell
Chair Sponsor: Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home

Jack Sweeney
Joshua Wang
Lewis Yan
Annie Yang
Cadence You
Ivy Zilmer

Viola
Reason Barton
Isaac Gullickson
Zaryian Haaland
Shawn Kong

Cello
Corbin Andring
Jack Beseler Thompson
Chair Sponsor: Maxine Beseler
Colin Chen
Josie Kim
Vuk Ljepoja
Henry Schneider
Eloise Tackling
Mattias Tackling
Evelyn Yang
Anna Zhang

Bass
Pepper Maher
Briah Miranda
Isaac Rheault



A special thank you is extended to all the parents, grandparents and adults who
support the growth of FMAYS’ members through the funding of instruments,
lessons, transportation, and offerings of encouragement. Specific thanks to
those who have given their time to FMAYS by serving on the board of directors,
assisting with performances and auditions, office support, and a host of other
talents that help to support our young people and FMAYS. In addition, we
thank the following organizations and individuals:

Fargo, Moorhead, West Fargo, and surrounding communities’ school and private music
instructors of FMAYS’ members
All of the area professionals who coach sectionals and chamber ensembles
Eckroth Music for providing folders and pencils for our musicians
NDSU Challey School of Music: Tyler Wottrich, Laura Johnson, & Dave Huber for
the use of rehearsal space
Oak Grove High School for the use of rehearsal space
Parent volunteers for their snacks, support, and time

Board of Directors

Erin Torpey - President
Chris Hetzler - Vice President

Tyler Vastag - Treasurer
Alex Rydell - Secretary 

Sue Estenson
Sherry Linnerooth

Hope Ray
Becca Vastag

                         Staff

Brian Cole, Concert Strings Director
Lindsay Schwartz Miiller, Attacca Strings Director
Brad Lambrecht, Symphony Orchestra Director
Laura Kellogg, Executive Director
Nora Klocke, Operations Manager

Special Acknowledgments



The FMAYS Students, Staff, and Board of Directors would like to thank all of our #FMAYSing
Donors. Without your generous contributions, we wouldn't be able to provide the amazing

opportunities for our students.

Interested in becoming a donor? Visit www.fmays.org/donate for more information.

                                        Our Sponsorship levels include:
                                             Gold  ($2000)
                                             Silver ($1000)
                                             Bronze ($500)
                                             Crystal (up to $499)

                                        Chair Sponsors
                                             (name listed on program under student's chair)
                                             $50 and above

THANK YOU

The Fargo Moorhead Area Youth Symphonies receives funding
and support from the following organizations and foundations:

CITIES OF FARGO, MOORHEAD AND WEST FARGO
THROUGH THE ARTS PARTNERSHIP



Bronze
Christian Eggert Violins

Eckroth Music
Fargo Orthodontics

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
Noteforge

 

Crystal
Microsoft Employee Match

Schmitt Music

Business Donors



Bravo to all the young
musicians! We are proud to
cheer you on today and always
as you grow in your musical
journey. Sincerely, Your friends
at the Fargo-Moorhead
Symphony Orchestra 

The future of
orchestral
music is in
good hands

fmsymphony.org



Individual Donors
Gold
Lori Chambers
Roger Minch
Robert and Dorothy Nelson

Silver
Jane Linde Capistran - Erling Linde Tuition Scholarship Fund,
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkin memory of Rod and in honor of Madeline and Stuart
Dr. Michael and Mary Fuchs

Bronze
Anonymous
Beth Heller - Beth Heller 2  Semester Tuition Scholarship Fundnd

John Schulstad

Crystal
Anonymous
Maxine Beseler
Jane Linde Capistran - in memory of Robert Cole
Sanders Ellingson - in memory of dad, Noren Ellingson Memorial Fund
Shelley M Horne
Suyean Kim
Terry Koppang - in memory of Tom Christianson
Suzanne and Jon Larson - in memory of Diann Miiller
Sherry Linnerooth
Mary Weisser - in memory of Robert Cole



FMAYS Alumni
Please fill out this form if you are an FMAYS alumni. We would love

to stay in touch with you!

Audience Survey
Please fill out this form to help us collect information for grant

applications and to improve our concerts

(Please fill out one
survey per group)

FMAYS Board of Directors
Interested in joining our board? If so, please fill out the short

questionnaire at the QR code below



January 17, 7:30pm and January 18, 2:00pm NDSU Festival Concert Hall
Side-by-Side performances with the FMSO
Symphony Orchestra

February 8, 1:30pm TAK Event Center
Attacca Strings

March 1, 4:00pm Concordia Memorial Auditorium
Symphony Orchestra

April 12, 4:00pm Oak Grove High School Performing Arts Center
Concert Strings and Attacca Strings

April 26, 7:00pm NDSU Festival Concert Hall
Symphony Orchestra

Fargo-Moorhead Area
 Youth Symphonies

Concerts 
2025-2026

www.fmays.org


